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Ghana 
The constitution 
Extracts Articles 17; 24; 25; 29 & 38 
Article 17 (1) All persons shall be equal before the law. 
(2) A person shall not be discriminated against on grounds of gender, race, 
colour, ethnic origin, religion, creed or social or economic status. 
(3) For the purpose of this article, "discriminate,, means to give different 
treatment to different persons attributable only or mainly to their respective 
descriptions by race, place of origin, political opinions, colour, gender, 
occupation, religion, or creed, whereby persons of one description are subjected 
to disabilities or restrictions to which persons of another description are not 
made subject or are granted privileges or advantages which are not granted to 
persons of another description. 
Economic rights 
24. (1) Every person has the right to work under satisfactory, safe and healthy 
conditions, and shall receive equal pay for equal work without distinction of any 
kind. 
(2) Every worker shall be assured of rest, leisure and reasonable limitation of 
working hours and periods of holidays with pay, as well as remuneration for 
public holidays. 
(3) Every worker has a right to form or join a trade union of his choice for the 
promotion and protection of his economic and social interests. 
(4) Restrictions shall not be placed on the exercise of the right conferred by 
clause (3) of this article except restrictions prescribed by law and reasonably 
necessary in the interest of national security or public order or for the protection 
of the rights and freedoms of others. 
25. (1) All persons shall have the right to equal Education opportunities and 
facilifies and with a view to achieving the full. realisation of that right 
(a) basic education shall be free, compulsory and available to all; 
(b) secondary education in its different forms including technical and vocational 
education, shall 
be made generally available and accessible to all by every appropriate means, and 
in particular, by the progressive introduction of free education; 
(c) higher education shall be made equally accessible to all on the basis of 
capacity by every appropriate means, and in particular,by progressive 
introduction of free education; 
(d) functional literacy shall be encouraged or intensified as far as possible; 
(e) the development of a system of schools with adequate facilities at all levels 
shall be actively pursued. 
(2) Every person shall have the right, at his own expense, to establish and 
maintain a private school or schools at all levels and of such categories and in 
accordance with such conditions as may be provided by law. 
DISABLED PERSONS. 
29. (1) Disabled persons have the right to live with their families or with foster 
parents and to participate in social creative or recreational activities. 
(2) A disabled person shall not be subjected to differential treatment in respect of 
his residenc other than that required by his condition or by the improvement 
which he may derive from the treatment. 
(3) If the stay of a disabled person in a specialised establishment is indispensable, 
the environment and living conditions there shall be as closest as possible to 
those of the normal life of a person of his age. 
(4) Disabled persons shall be protected against all exploitation, all regulations 
and all treatment of a discriminatory, abusive or degrading nature. 
(5) In any judicial proceedings in which a disabled person is a party the legal 
procedure applied shall take his physical and mental condition into account. 
(6) As far as practicable, every place to which the public have access shall have 
appropriate facilities for disabled persons. 
(7) Special incentives shall be given to disabled persons engaged in business and 
also to business organisations that employ disabled persons in sighifact numbers. 
(8) Parliament shall enact such laws as are necessary to ensure the enforcement 
of the provisions of this article. 
 
 
EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES 
38. (1) The State shall provide educational facilities at all levels and in all the 
Regions of Ghana, and shall, to the greatest extent feasible, make those facilities 
available to all citizens. 
(2) The Government shall, within two years after Parliament first meets after the 
coming into force of this Constitution, draw up a programme for implementation 
within the following ten years, for the provision of free, compulsory and universal 
basic education. 
(3) The State shall, subject to the availability of resources, provide  
(a) equal and balanced access to secondary and other appropriate pre-university 
education, equal access to university or equivalent education, with emphasis on 
science and technology; 
(b) a free adult literacy programme, and a free vocational training, rehabilitation 
and resettlement of disabled persons; and 
(c) life-long education. 
 
